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REF: (A) ABIDJAN 2656 (NOTAL), (B) COTONOU 0540 (NOTAL) 

1 . IN STATEMENT RELEASED MARCH 16 BY POLITICAL BUREAU, 
AND READ ON TELEVISION BY NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT 
YACE, IVORY COAST HEATEDLY DENIED BENIN ACCUSATION OF 
INVOLVEMENT IN JANUARY 16 INVASION (REF B). STATEMENT 
SAID ACCUSATIONS WERE INSPIRED BY GUINEA WHERE SEKOU 
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TOURE DISCOVERS ONE OR TWO PLOTS A YEAR USUALLY JUST 
BEFORE INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS TO JUSTIFY HIS CHRONIC 
ABSENTEEISM. GOIC KNEW NOTHING ABOUT SUPPOSED TOGOLESE 
TROOPS REGROUPED IN IVORY COAST. AND HAD WARNED THE MORE 
THAN ONE MILLION FOREIGN AFRICANS HERE NOT TO ENGAGE IN 
POLITICAL ACTIVITY AGAINST THEIR COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FROM 
IVORIAN SOIL. THE STATEMENT NOTED THAT THE JANUARY 16 
IVORIAN OVERFLIGHT OF BENIN WAS THE RETURNING FESTAC 
DELEGATION INCLUDING PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET AS GPRB WELL 
KNEW. IVORY COAST HAS ALWAYS ENTERTAINED FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS WITH BENIN. MOST ACCUSERS OF IVORY COAST 
(READ SEKOU TOURE) WERE READY FOR PADDED CELLS. IF 
GPRB NOW WANTED TO TREAT IVORY COAST AS AN ENEMY IT 
WOULD DO BETTER THAN TO BASE ITS ACCUSATIONS ON THE 
FANTASIES OF SEKOU TOURE. 

2. COMMENT: THE UNCHARACTERISTIC HEAT AND DETAIL OF 
THE DENIAL REFLECT THE DEEP IRRITATION WHICH THE GOIC 
FROM HOUPHOUET DOWN (REF A) FEEL ABOUT HAVING IVORY 
COAST IMPLICATED IN WHAT THEY REGARD AS FANTASTIC 
ACCUSATIONS COOKED UP PRINCIPALLY BY SEKOU TOURE. 

STEARNS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INTERVENTION, GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, ALLEGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 18-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ABIDJA02740 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770093-0366 
Format: TEL 
From: ABIDJAN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770348/aaaabovf.tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 90007db6-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 ABIDJAN 2656, 77 COTONOU 540 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3072283 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: IVORY COAST DENIES BENIN ACCUSATION OF INVOLVEMENT IN COUP ATTEMPT LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
TAGS: PFOR, IV, DM 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/90007db6-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



